
    

Pilgrim Places, Holy Lives 

 
 

This summer, the Church of England offers a 

new reflection campaign centred around 

pilgrimage – places and stories that help us 

feel part of something bigger on our journey 

towards God. 

 

Each of us has our own story, but we are also 

part of bigger stories. The greatest story ever 

told is that of God becoming human in Jesus 

to offer us a transforming relationship with 

him. Through these reflections, we will see 

how this amazing story took root in Anglo-

Saxon England, and how those who 

responded to it became signposts to God. 

They not only changed the world around 

them but can still challenge, inspire, and 

encourage us today. 

 

Running from the day after Pentecost (25 

May) to 21 June, these readings and 

reflections explore eight places which were 

important in the spread of Christianity in 

England, and the stories of the saints who 

lived there. Each day will include a Bible 

reading, a prayer, a short reflection and 

a suggested action or reflective question. 

 

Week 1 - Welcoming the gospel 

Week 2 - Living for the gospel 

Week 3 - Trusting in the gospel 

Week 4 - Light of the gospel 

 

More information and access to the materials 

at https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-

life/pilgrim-places-holy-lives 

 

St Albans Diocesan Pilgrimages 

 

A Christian pilgrimage is a journey to a place 

of special spiritual meaning, which can be 

travelled alone or in the company of others. It 

is an outward sign of an inward spiritual 

journey, one that can include reflection and 

prayer. 

 

Pilgrimage offers a shared, embodied way of 

deepening faith that reflects the Diocese’s 

vision of going deeper with God, making new 

disciples and transforming communities. 

Walking together in prayer – whether on 

large, well-established journeys or quieter, 

smaller pilgrimages organised by parishes 

and individuals – helps people to connect 

worship with everyday life and the landscape 

around them. 

 

These journeys create space for reflection, 

storytelling and fellowship, drawing on the 

rich heritage of the Diocese while remaining 

accessible to people at many stages of faith. 

 

https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/pilgrimage/ 

 

One Day Pilgrimages 

 

A website from the Revd Bill Britt, Vicar of St 

Mary’s Stotfold & All Saints Radwell, hosts a 

collection of short, circular routes of between 

2 and 8 miles in Bedfordshire and 

Hertfordshire.  

 

Bill writes: 

“The website combines three of my passions: 

walking in the countryside, visiting churches 

and walking with friends. All three activities 

are visible, physical reminders of God’s 

presence among us. The 9th century 

wandering monk and teacher John Scotus 

Eriugna wrote that God speaks to us through 

two books: the small book of the Bible and 

the big book of nature.” 

https://bedfordshirepilgrimages.org.uk/ 

 

Alban Pilgrimage 

 

Each year, thousands journey to St Albans to 

honour the story of Alban, Britain’s first saint 

and martyr. Taking place in June each year 
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on Alban Day (20th June 2026), pilgrims join 

together in a joyful celebration involving 

drums and banners, giant puppets and 

cheering crowds. More information on page 

six. 

 

The Pilgrim’s Prayer 

 

O God, 

Be for us our companion on the walk, 

Our guide at the crossroads, 

Our breath in our weariness, 

Our protection in danger, 

Our refuge on the Way, 

Our shade in the heat, 

Our light in the darkness, 

Our consolation in our discouragements, 

And our strength in our intentions. 

So that with your guidance 

we may arrive safe and sound 

at the end of the Road 

enriched with grace and virtue 

may we return safely to our homes 

filled with joy. 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Help needed  
 

We regularly have weddings, funerals and 

baptisms in church for which we need to 

have a pool of people we can call on to 

support with welcoming people, handing out 

orders of service and generally just helping to 

ensure people feel welcome and that the 

event runs smoothly.  

 

If you feel you would be able to offer support 

at these occasions, please could you let me 

know. Please feel free to tell me your 

availability; for example, I could not help at 

one of these occasions during the week, but 

would be happy to be asked about my 

availability at the weekends.  

 

Telling me we can approach you does not 

mean a commitment, it just allows us to 

understand who we can approach to see if 

they are available.  

 

Again, thanks for all that you already do and 

thanks for reading this.  

 

Shirley (Glover) 

 

Plant Sale/Craft Fair 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who grew plants, set 

up tables, buttered buns, brewed/poured 

tea, baked cakes, sold raffle tickets, counted 

the takings, sold things, welcomed visitors and 

much more. 

 

We raised just over £1800 on the day with 

more coming in subsequently. It was great to 

see so many familiar faces and also so many 

less well known to us! 

 

Environmental Activities 

at All Saints 
 

All Saints has several events coming up, in line 

with caring for the environment.   

 

The first is Churches Count on Nature which is 

part of Love Your Burial Ground Week and 

runs from the 6th to the 14th of June. The 

focus is on the brilliant wildlife to be found in 

churchyards and chapel yards and is a joint 

initiative promoted by Caring for God’s Acre, 

the Church of England, the Church in Wales 

and A Rocha UK.  

 

 
 

During the week of Churches Count on 

Nature, we are asked to record all the wildlife 



    
- both fauna and flora - that is found in our 

churchyard. We have invited experts to 

survey and record different aspects of the 

environment but would very much like to 

involve members of our own congregation 

too. If anyone is willing to come into the 

churchyard during that week and record 

what there is, particularly in plant life, please 

chat to Fiona or Nerine.  

 

We are inviting all those who have been 

involved to join us for tea at 3:00 on the 

afternoon of Sunday 14 June when we can 

share what has been identified.   

 

 Secondly, on July 18 we are holding a Green 

Watch Activity Day when we plan to have 

many stations around the churchyard with 

activities for families, helping children to 

become more engaged with wildlife. We 

have support from Herts and Middlesex 

Wildlife Trust, and a few other organisations, 

but if anyone from All Saints is willing to man a 

stall with an activity or help with refreshments, 

we would be very grateful.   

 

The annual Environment Day comes up on 

September 12, the same day as the Bike ‘n 

Hike. More detail on that to follow!  

 

Nerine Chalmers 

 

Singing Saints 
 

We have been working for some months on a 

plan to start a children's choir (primary school 

age junior choir) at All Saints. This will be a 

weekly choir for children age 7+ on Fridays, 

after school, during term time.  

 

The purpose of this is to bring in the next 

generation of choristers for All Saints, acting 

as a feed into the main choir.  By 

encouraging singing at primary school level, 

we hope to imbue children with a love of 

singing, specifically in terms of church music, 

and to develop their singing potential and 

association with All Saints.  

 

It will also act as another gathering point for 

children and families in the church and aim 

to encourage participation of those families 

at services and within the general life of the 

church.  

Once children are established and doing well 

in the children's choir, we will be aiming for 

them to move up into the main choir as 

choristers at the end of primary school/start of 

secondary school, unless they show early 

potential and a desire to move up earlier 

than this.   

 

We will start this in a gentle way later in June, 

with a view to a formal launch and much 

publicity late August/early September 

 

Kate Macpherson ARCO, All Saints 

parishioner and former Assistant Organist at 

Waltham Abbey and Christ Church 

Southgate, will be running Singing Saints, with 

support from the music department.  

 

We are pleased to say that Rachel Chaplin 

(Hertford Children's Choir) is actively helping 

us in doing this. 

 

More information will appear in the 

September newsletter. 

 

Isabel Jorge 
 

Congratulations to Isabel on earning the 

highest medal we award: Senior Chorister 

(Yellow), presented to her at Pentecost.  

 

 
 

This has taken many hours of study and 

practice covering her vocal skills, her musical 

understanding, her knowledge of repertoire, 

and designing an act of worship. 

 

Well done, Isabel! 

 

 



    

Hertford in Bloom 2026 
 

Mudlarks and Love Flowers are delighted to 

be running Hertford in Bloom again this year. 

 

The competition is open to residents, schools, 

community groups, and local businesses, 

located in the SG13 and SG14 postcode 

areas. 

 

 
 

The aim of the competition is to encourage 

the improvement of our town through the 

imaginative use of plants and flowers. It also 

aims to achieve a litter-free and sustainable 

environment and to beautify the town for 

residents. 

 

There are 10 great categories to choose from 

and judging takes place on Thursday 9th July. 

 

The competition is open to everyone from 

novices to professional gardeners. 

 

https://mudlarksgarden.org.uk/hertford-in-

bloom/ 

 

 

 

Eco Events in Hertford 
 

 

 

Soundbites June 2026 

 



    

Hertfordshire Festival of 

Music 2026 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



    

Alban Day 20th June 
 

Each year, thousands journey to St Albans to 

honour a story that shook an empire and lit 

the spark of Christianity in Britain. The Alban 

Pilgrimage is our city’s great retelling of 

courage: a vibrant procession, powerful 

worship, and a festival that fills the streets with 

colour, music, and life.  

 

We walk because Alban walked - up the hill 

to give his life for faith, truth, and compassion. 

His act of extraordinary bravery transformed 

this place forever, and pilgrims have followed 

in his footsteps for over 1,700 years. 

  

But the day is not only solemn -

 it’s joyful. It’s drums and banners, giant 

puppets and cheering crowds, children in 

costume, laughter in the streets, and a whole 

city coming alive in celebration.  

 

Alban Festival 10am – 4pm Civic Centre Plaza 

• Live Music & Broadcasts 

• Medieval Life & Living History 

• Theatre, Storytelling & Performances 

• Hands-On Crafts & Creative Activities 

• Family Fun & Activities 

 

https://www.enjoystalbans.com/event/alban

-day-2026/ 

 

 
 

11am – 12pm  

Starting at St Peter’s Church 

Alban Pilgrimage Procession from St Peter’s 

Church, weaving through the city to St 

Albans Cathedral Orchard with 12-foot 

puppets.  

 

We need children and youth to help bring 

the story of St Alban to life! Take part in the 

procession in costume — as Romans, soldiers, 

angels, or saints. We'd love children and 

young people aged 5 to 18 to be part of the 

day with us.  

 

 
 

Pilgrimage Eucharist  

12pm St Albans Cathedral 

All are invited to join Pilgrimage Preacher The 

Very Revd Isaac Poobalan, with stirring music 

and timeless tradition. 

 

 
 

Pilgrimage Evensong 

4pm St Albans Cathedral 

Close the day with a moment of reflection at 

Pilgrimage Evensong, concluding with a final 

procession to the Shrine of St Alban. 

 

https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/alban-

pilgrimage 
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Coffee Morning & Flower 

arranging demonstration 

 

 

Open Garden 

 

Bishop Andew has graciously agreed to the 

Bishop’s Garden being open to the public for 

four Sundays prior to him and his family 

moving into Abbey Gate House later in the 

year. 

To date we have raised nearly £25,000 for the 

Beds and Herts Historic Churches and it would 

be great if the total could be nearer to 

£30,000 before Bishop Andrew arrives. 

 

 



    

Parish Diary June 2026 
 

Monday 1st   

10.30 am Service at Bentley House 

7.30pm Lectio Divina 

  

Tuesday 2nd  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

10.00 am SmAll Saints 

2.00 pm Home Communions 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Weds 3rd   

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

12.00 for 1.00 pm HFoM/Soundbites 

  Adrian Oldland - Piano 

3.30 pm - 5.00 pm Organ Teaching 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Thursday 4th  Corpus Christi 

9.15 for 9.30  Thinking Thursday 

11.00 am  Morning Prayer 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 5th 

12.30pm    Funeral of Angie 

Heathfield 

5.30 pm  Choir Practices 

  

Saturday 6th  

9.30 am Morning Prayer 

12.45 pm Wedding of Emily 

Rebecca Griffin-

Saunders and George 

Henry Artley 

5.00 pm       HFoM Community 

Concert – Film Music 

from Herts Film Industry 

  

Sunday 7th   First Sunday after Trinity 

10.00 am  HFoM Festival 

Communion  

6.30 pm A Celebration of Holy 

Baptism 

 

Monday 8th  Thomas Ken 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.00 am Holy Communion 

10.30 am Service at Bentley House 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

6.30 pm People's Emergency 

Briefing at Methodist 

Church 

7.30pm Lectio Divina 

 

Tuesday 9th  Columba 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.00 am Holy Communion 

10.00 am SmAll Saints 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Weds 10th  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

12.00 for 1.00 pm Soundbites 

David & Margaret Silkoff 

– Piano Duet 

3.30 pm – 4.30 pm Organ Teaching 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Thursday 11th   

9.15 for 9.30  Thinking Thursday 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 12th   

5.30 pm  Choir Practices 

Saturday 13th   

9.30 am Morning Prayer 

Greenwatch 11.30 Coffee Morning 

 12.00 noon Lunches 

 1.00 pm Talk Swifts Clive 

Fleming 

 

Sunday 14th   Second Sunday after Trinity 

10.00 am  Parish Communion 

3.00 pm Churches count on 

nature - Tea   

6.30 pm  Choral Evensong  

 

Monday 15th  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

10.30 am Service at Bentley House 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

7.30pm Lectio Divina 

 

Tuesday 16th  Richard of Chichester 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.00 am Holy Communion 

10.00 am SmAll Saints 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Weds 17th 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

12.00 for 1.00 pm Soundbites 

  The Amberg Trio 

3.30 pm - 5.00 pm Organ Teaching 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Thursday 18th   

9.15 for 9.30  Thinking Thursday 

11.00 am  Morning Prayer 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 19th  

8.00 am Organ Tuning 

3.30 pm Singing Saints 

5.30 pm  Choir Practices 

 

Saturday 20th  

9.00 am Work Party 

9.30 am Morning Prayer 

10.00 am onwards Alban 

Pilgrimage/Alban Day 

5.00 pm  Concert HCS 

 

Sunday 21st  Third Sunday after Trinity 

10.00 am  Parish Communion  

6.30 pm  Choral Compline 

 

Monday 22nd   Alban 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.00 am Holy Communion 

10.30 am Service at Bentley House 

12.30 pm Funeral of Barbara 

Groves 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

7.30pm Lectio Divina 

 

Tuesday 23rd  Etheldreda 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.00 am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am SmAll Saints 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Weds 24th  Birth of John the Baptist 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.00 am Holy Communion 

10.15 am Wheatcroft Assembly 

12.00 for 1.00 pm Soundbites 

  Ugnė Liepa Žuklytėl Violin 

  Archie Bonham Piano 

3.30 pm – 4.30 pm Organ Teaching 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Thursday 25th   

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.15 for 9.30  Thinking Thursday 

11.00 am  Holy Communion 

4.00-9.00 pm  Street Food Heroes 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 26th   

3.30 pm Singing Saints 

5.30 pm  Choir Practices 

 

Saturday 27th   

9.30 am   Morning Prayer 

10.30 am -12.00 noon Coffee Morning 

and Flower arranging 

Demonstration 

7.00 pm Concert at Baptist Church 

in Aid of FUTUREHope 

 

Sunday 28th  Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

10.00 am Parish Communion  

2.00 pm  Open Bishop's garden 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong 

 

Monday 29th    Peter and Paul 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

8.45 am Simon Balle Assembly 

10.30 am Service at Bentley House 

12.00 noon Holy Communion 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

7.30pm Lectio Divina 

  

Tuesday 30th  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

8.45 am Simon Balle Assembly 

10.00 am SmAll Saints 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 
JULY Wed 1st   

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

2.00 pm Home Communions 

3.30 pm - 5.00 pm Organ Teaching 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Thursday 2nd  

8.00 am  Morning Prayer 

9.15 for 9.30 Thinking Thursday 

11.00 am  Holy Communion 

5.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 3rd 

3.30 pm Singing Saints 

5.30 pm  Choir Practices 

  

Saturday 4th  

9.30 am Morning Prayer 

Tbc Concert Somehere2sing 

  

Sunday 5th  Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

10.00 am All-age Eucharist 

6.30 pm   Taizé Service 

 
Contact information 

www.allsaintshertford.org      

: : : AllSaintsHertf 

 
Vicar 

Rev Simon Cutmore 

07885 660653      

vicar@allsaintshertford.org 

 

Office                            

office@allsaintshertford.org  

 

Full list of contacts 

www.allsaintshertford.org/contacts.php 

 

http://www.allsaintshertford.org/
mailto:vicar@allsaintshertford.org
mailto:office@allsaintshertford.org
http://www.allsaintshertford.org/contacts.php

